
SHHS Winter Term Design Thinking Research Project 

For the remainder of this term the bulk of your assessment feedback will center on the work you do for an independent research project.  I’m 

keen on spelling out the details for you, but am still figuring them out myself.  One thing I do know is that I want to use a design thinking process 

to help you gather and focus your research, generate ideas from it, choose among those ideas, and then “prototype” your project.  I am thinking 

that the final product should be “digitally infused,” but am as always open to compelling alternatives. 

The topics remaining in the term that you can use as a starting point for your project include empiricism (and the primary/secondary idea 

distinction), Northern Baroque bourgeois art and the still life tradition, the notion of Enlightenment (from the Enlightenment era), Deism, the 

argument by design, and the enlightenment critique of religion (e.g. miracles), Mozart and the Classical Sonata form, Neo-Classical Art of the 

French Revolution, the poetry of Alexander Pope, the satire of Jonathan Swift, Kantian/Deontological Ethics and the notion of rights, J.D. Salinger 

and David Schinkler’s short fiction, Surrogate Motherhood, Abortion, the Beautiful and the Sublime, Romantic Poetry (Shelley, Keats, and 

Wordsworth), and Romanticism (or the critique of Romanticism) in a novel/film (options include Austen’s Persuasion or Flaubert’s Madame 

Bovary).  Of course there are ways in which you could connect these to themes from the past three weeks and/or to ideas we explored in the 

fall, but I’d like the project to center on themes and/or critiques from/of the Enlightenment and/or Romanticism. 

As projects take on greater shape I’m open to groups of students working together both within and across sections.  If you decide to work alone I 

will connect you with other solo students for the purposes of brainstorming, receiving feedback on prototypes, etc.  The schedule is such that 

every week between now and mid-February you have at least one class period devoted to this project, and then an intensive week to wrap 

things up before the final exam week.  Expectations regarding the size and scope of the final product will be scaled appropriately depending on 

the size of your group, but with seven weeks to work on this project I am expecting to be impressed by the final product.   

I’d like to use the graphic below (on the second page) as a starting point for our work together this term.  We are at the beginning of that 

process, so please read carefully the expectations surrounding Research / ”Deep Dive” with respect to observation, asking and listening, 

research, and empathy.  But with only seven weeks we can’t wait to start prototyping, so please read (and watch) about that as well (c.f. 

https://vimeo.com/55215287). 

It seems to me that the task before you is two-fold: first, to decide what you are interested in exploring further, and second, to think about how 

to share that exploration with an audience.  The aforementioned categories seem to play a role for both sides of the equation you’re trying to 

solve.  For instance, you’ll certainly want to do some research into your topic area (above and beyond what I’ve already provided in your course 

packet); but you’ll also want to research and prototype different ways you could share your ideas digitally.  You’ll want to ask questions of 

potential end users of your project, but you’ll also want to ask questions to help drive your research; etc, etc.   

To that end, I’d like you to come to school on Tuesday, January 3rd with a preliminary topic or two in mind (I’ll send a Google form where you can 

record your initial ideas so you can see who else might share your interests / doing interesting things) and some initial ideas about the digital 

direction you might want to head—poke around a bit and see what might interest you.  Then when you return to DS we’ll use a tool from the 

Right Questions Institute to help formulate some initial questions to pursue. 

https://vimeo.com/55215287


 


